L . -

Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000500030036-0

WBC BRIEFIRG m 2 March 1935

I.

1I.

SOVIET PRONOTIONS

Surprise Soviet promotions annocunced 28 Feb: three former
vdeputy chairmen® of Council of Hinisters were upped to
senior rank of "first deputy chairmen,” In view Malenkov
saster, the three {(Mikoyan, Ssburov, Pervukhin} could have
as logically been demoted instead. At same tinc,'faur new
faces added to cg;anil, not vith.hettom rank of "member,”
but with next higher rank of “deputy chairmen.,”

A. Presidium of Council (top government body, made up of
#Chairman,” all “first doputy'chuirnan*) thus raised
from three to six people.

3. Presidium now includes all top party figures except
Khrushchev and Voroshilov (mot on Council) and Mslenkov
{now only a “daputy chairman"),

C. HNalenkov's Council position now inferior to that of any
other top party member,

D. Changes both broaden leadership base of aafiet govern-
ment and confirm continuing influence of younger in-
dustrial technicians and centrli planning sp%cialists.

£, Although some of promoted managerial bureaucrats have

- been long~time Malenkov associates, they apparently owe
their rise to fact they able--nmearly indispensable--
administrators.
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A, ©One new deputy chairmen (Zavenyagin) a leading figure

in Boviet atomic energy program: snother (Khrunichev)
s former Minister of Aviation Industries.

B, Zhukov (Ninister of Delense) did not get promotion to
“deputy chairman” level--thus, armed forces have no
Counecil representation at upper levels except for
Presier Bulganin (former Defense Minister).

C. Om other hand, no secret police members (VD or EKGB)
promoted, either,

P, Three top promotions (to "first deputy chairman™) per-
hape to démonstrate contivued unity at the top, to
suggest no widespread purge of terua: ¥alenkov sup-
porters in ofling. |
X. Mikoyan one of most cutspoken for consumer goods

progran, Sxburov and, to lesser extent, Pervukhin
slso thought to have been Nalenkov followers.
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